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Sonnet prove that it is Shakespeare who does the
imitating of the ALCIDA verses in the play ?
The Lektor insists on Greene's habitual imitation
or repetition of himself. Our argument is that
Shakespeare echoes Greene in the Poems, and that,
while it might be he who echoed the play in the
Sonnet, there are clear grounds for suspecting that
it is from another hand.1 But the Lektor is surely
bound to admit (i) that Greene might have echoed
himself in the play; and he might even be chal-
lenged to prove that Sonnet 94 was not written by
Greene; though the very bad imitation of the play
in Sonnet 142, where the licit " scarlet [cheek] orna-
ments " of the play become the scarlet ornaments of
lips, certainly suggests a worse artist than Greene,
misusing him.
Ill
The logical crux, then, is this. If the anti-
Greenean theorist rides off on the proposition that
a very deliberate echo of Greene in the play is pre-
sumptively made by Shakespeare, he cannot poss-
ibly deny that, a fortiori, the constantly self-echoing
Greene may be the echoer. Furthermore, all his
denials of real parallels between Greene and the
play are impaired by analogy. Then we are left witix
an anti-Greenean case which in effect admits the
Countess scenes to have a plain Greenean cast, and
merely pleads that Shakespeare was a deliberate
1 See The Problems of the Shakespeare Sonnets, p. 156,